rcumscribere

International Journal for the History of Science

Dear Readers,

The relevance of an electronic journal specialized in the History of Science was
confirmed by the significant index of visits obtained by the first volume of Circumscribere:
International Journal of History of Science, representing more than 50 countries, from all the
continents, with a mean of 520 monthly hits. Ratifying our commitment to offer a high
quality journal, we are pleased to present the second volume.

The second volume includes the following contributions:

- A study about Traditional Medical and Pharmacological Ideas in the Book of the Treasure of
Alexander: A case study, the Asarum (Asarum europaeum L.), by Brazilian researcher Safa A-
C Jubran, which presents Asarum as a case-study in the project of verification of the
traditional ideas on medicine and drugs in the Book of the Treasure of Alexander.

- By the Spanish researcher, Antonio G. Bueno, a discussion of the paths followed by
Europeans in the discovery of American nature, in The Discovery of the New World Nature:
American Plants in 16th Century Europe.

- The implications around a key work are discussed by the Brazilian scholar Vera C.
Machline in Immediate Precedents and Successors in ‘Errevrs populaires’ of Laurent Joubert.

- The tradition of 18th century naturalists who systematically adopted the experimental
method in the study of living beings is approached through the instance of Lazzaro
Spallanzani in the study by the Brazilian specialist Maria Elice B. Prestes, Methodological
Parameters of the Research of Lazzaro Spallanzani.

- Argentina Port Health Policy in the 19th Century, by Argentinian scholar Celina A. de Lértora
Mendoza, through a careful analysis of documents, makes explicit the tensions between the
political and medical interests, on one side, and the economic interests, on the other, in the
administration of the port of Buenos Aires.

- The Brazilian researcher, Marimélia A. Porcionatto discusses the ethical, legal and social
implications generated by the Project GENOMA in Human Genome Project: An Attentive
Reading of the Book of Life?

- Finally, Brazilian Antonio de P. Magalhaes PhD, presents the abstract of his doctoral
dissertation Electric Matter and Magnetic Form: Experiments and Conceptions of William Gilbert in
De Magnete.

Thus, volume 2 of Circumscribere reflects the rich and diversified production in the
field of the History of Science. In this way, the journal’s Editors restate its main purpose, to
contribute to the growth and development of our field, and express their wish that the
community of researches will share in our efforts.

Maria Thereza Cera Galvao do Amaral
Assistant Editor
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Caros Leitores,

A necessidade de uma publicagao eletronica especializada no campo de historia da
ciéncia, confirma-se no expressivo indice de consultas obtido pelo primeiro volume de
Circumscribere: International Journal for History of Science, em mais de 50 paises, de todos os
continentes, com uma média de 520 visitas mensais. Ratificando nosso compromisso de
oferecer um periddico de exceléncia, temos o prazer de apresentar o segundo volume.

Neste, oferecemos os seguintes artigos:

- Estudo das idéias tradicionais médicas e de farmacos no Livto do Tesouro de Alexandre: Uw
estudo de caso, o dsaro (Asarum europaeum L.), da brasileira Safa A-C Jubran, apresenta o
asaro, como estudo de caso no projeto de verificacio das idéias tradicionais médicas e
sobre os farmacos no Lavro do Tesouro de Alexandre.

- Do espanhol, Antonio G. Bueno, uma discussao das vias em que os europeus
descobriram a natureza americana, em A Descoberta da Natureza no Novo Mundo: As Plantas
Americanas na Europa do Séenlo X171,

- As implicancias de uma obra chave sao discutidas pela brasileira Vera C. Machline em
Precedentes e Sucessores Imediatos dos Exrevrs Populaires de Laurent Joubert.

- A tradi¢do de naturalistas do século XVIII, que adotou sistematicamente o método
experimental no estudo dos seres vivos ¢ abordada através do exemplo de Lazzaro
Spallanzani, no estudo da brasileira Maria Elice B. Prestes.

- A Sanidade Portudria Argentina no Século XIX, da argentina Celina A.L. Mendoza, que
através de uma minuciosa analise documental, explicita as tensdes entre os interesses
médico-politicos e economicos de mercado na administracao do porto de Buenos Aires.

- A brasileira Marimélia A. Porcionatto discute as implicagdes éticas, legais e sociais geradas
pelo projeto GENOMA em Projeto Genoma Humano: Uma Leitura Atenta do Livro da V'ida?

- Finalmente, o brasileiro Antonio de P. Magalhdes oferece o resumo de sua tese de
doutorado Matéria Elétrica e Forma Magnética: Experimentos e Concepeoes de William Gilbert no De
Magnete.

Desta forma, o volume 2 de Circumscribere reflete a rica e diversificada produgao no
campo da Hist6ria da Ciéncia. Os Editores da revista confirmam, desta maneira, o objetivo
fundamental de contribuir ao crescimento e desenvolvimento de nossa area, e voltam a
convidar aos pesquisadores a participarem ativamente desta empreitada.

Maria Thereza Cera Galvao do Amaral
Editora Adjunta




