
Cad. Metrop., São Paulo, v. 28, n. 66, e6675887, maio/ago 2026
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/2236-9996.2026-6675887-en

Artigo publicado em Open Acess
Creative Commons Atribution

Editorial

Ageing in motion: critical perspectives on urban
mobility and accessibility in Latin America

Envelhecimento em movimento: perspectivas críticas
sobre mobilidade urbana e acessibilidade na América Latina

Introduction 

The ageing of populations is reshaping contemporary societies in profound and uneven ways. 
According to the UN, by 2050, one in six of the world’s population will be over the age of 65. The pace 
of this transition is particularly acute in the Global South, where demographic change is unfolding 
in a context marked by persistent urban inequality, informal labour markets, precarious housing 
conditions and inadequate infrastructure (CEPAL, 2022; UN-DESA, 2019). Transport, mobility and 
accessibility stand out as critical arenas where the challenges of ageing intersect with the material 
conditions of urban territories and their political agendas. In this context, local governments face the 
urgent task of (re)formulating public policies intended to improve quality of life and to guarantee the 
right to the city for older people. 

The capacity to move through urban space, to access healthcare, engage in social and economic 
activities, and participate in collective life constitutes a fundamental condition for autonomy, dignity, 
and social inclusion (De São José & Timonen, 2025; Feng & Phillips, 2019; de Freitas, Queiroz & 
Souza, 2010; Gallistl et al., 2024). Research on the intersection of mobility and ageing has expanded 
significantly in recent decades, driven by the growing visibility of older people in public policies and 
the public arena (Aguiar & Macário, 2017; McGarry, 2018; Rosenbloom, 2004). While a significant 
number of studies look at the mobility practices of older people from a quantitative perspective, with a 
strong focus on assessing accessibility to urban services, others explicitly challenge homogenising and 
deterministic views about the role of mobility in the ageing process (Akhavan & Vecchio, 2018; Curl & 
Musselwhite, 2018; Noh, Kim & Yoon, 2018). Many of these studies urge governments to develop and 
implement policies that enable older adults to engage effectively and meaningfully in diverse urban 
activities (Azevedo et al., 2021; Gorman, Jones, & Turner, 2019; Ryan, Wretstrand & Schmidt, 2015). In 
parallel, the policy arena has also advanced in this endeavour, most notably through the World Health 
Organisation’s Age-Friendly Cities and Communities (AFCC) initiative, officially launched in 2006 after 
decades of social construction of ageing as a public problem. 
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While progress in both scholarship and policy is undeniable, much of it has focused on 
the Global North. Most of the scholarship is concentrated in geographies characterised by high 
motorisation rates, suburbanised urban forms, and broad integration of older adults into pension 
and welfare systems, such as the Global North. Comparatively fewer studies address how territorial 
context, policy frameworks and social practices shape older adults’ mobility experiences in the Global 
South (Villamizar Duarte et al., 2025a; Villena‐Sanchez & Boschmann, 2022). Similarly, the rate of 
uptake of the AFCC framework is unevenly distributed, with Latin America registering extremely low 
adoption rates (Guillemot & Warner, 2023), raising questions about the transferability of models 
conceived in and for the Global North.

Recent developments in urban mobility and accessibility literature propose a shift from 
abstract and homogeneous representations of movement towards an understanding of mobility 
and accessibility as a socially constructed, produced, and dynamically reconfigured practice (Borello 
Vargas, Spencer & Jones, 2024; Robert et al., 2024; Villamizar Duarte, Pinto & De Góis, 2024; 
Villamizar Duarte et al., 2025b). This literature provides the analytical lens through which we frame 
the contribution to this special issue by focusing on the intersection of ageing and urban mobility not 
only in terms of infrastructural conditions and transport provision, but also as situated practices, social 
negotiations, and differential experiences through which older adults experience and appropriate the 
territories they inhabit. 

This issue of Cadernos Metrópole responds to this research gap by bringing together twelve 
original contributions that examine the intersections of ageing processes and local situations of 
mobility and accessibility in Latin American cities. The articles span a diverse range of geographies, 
scales, and methodological approaches, from census-based accessibility analyses across Brazilian 
states to philosophical reflections on older bodies in Latin American streets, from participatory 
geodesign in heritage cities to ethnographic accounts of ageing in favelas. Together, they advance 
an interdisciplinary agenda that places the lived experiences of older adults at the centre of 
urban debates, challenging both the biomedical reduction of ageing to functional decline and the 
technocratic narrowing of mobility to transport metrics.

This introduction frames the contributions of the special issue within the broader landscape of 
scholarship on ageing, mobility, and urban accessibility. We first review how research has addressed 
the relationship between mobility practices and the ageing process. Then, we introduce the twelve 
main contributions to this issue, identifying how they advance the scholarly debate along three 
thematic lines: structural and social barriers to active ageing; territory, proximity, and the conditions 
of autonomous ageing; and emerging conceptual and methodological contributions. Third, we 
introduce the complementary articles that accompany the dossier. We finish by articulating how 
this special issue advances the research and policy agendas on urban mobility and ageing from the 
editors’ conceptual framing through to the contributions received. 

Ageing, mobility, and accessibility: framing the debate

Traditional research into ageing and mobility often adopts a biomedical lens, focusing on the 
progressive deterioration of physical and cognitive abilities and the embodied experiences associated 
with chronic diseases, impairments, and disabilities. From this perspective, ageing is accompanied by 
a continuous loss of autonomy that dictates the development of daily activities (Barreto, 2012; Elias, 
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2010; de Freitas, Queiroz & Souza, 2010; Gomes et al., 2009; Hogan et al., 2009). In contrast, recent 
research recognises that ageing is not a homogeneous process of deterioration, disease, or senility 
(Cataldi, 2018) and that older people are active agents with diverse needs and desires that extend 
beyond basic healthcare (Carrera, 2025).

Dynamics of movement vary significantly across the later life course. Comparisons of the distinct 
needs of the ‘young-old’ (65–75) and the ‘old-old’ (75+) reveal diverse mobility patterns which evolve 
based on health and social contexts (Alsnih & Hensher, 2003; Böcker, Van Amen & Helbich, 2017; Noh, 
Kim & Yoon, 2018; Ryan, Wretstrand & Schmidt, 2015). While some researchers link advanced age to 
fewer trips and shorter distances (Curl & Musselwhite, 2018; Metz, 2012), others highlight a diverse 
range of non-obligatory travel for leisure, shopping, and religious activities (Böcker, van Amen & 
Helbich, 2017; Matos et al., 2024; Vecchio et al., 2023; Villena-Sanchez, Boschmann & Avila-Forcada, 
2022). Socio-economic factors further fragment these experiences: low-income older adults rely 
more heavily on walking and public transport (Böcker, van Amen & Helbich, 2017; Hess, 2009; Villena-
Sanchez, Boschmann & Avila-Forcada, 2022), while those with higher income drive more frequently 
(Minton & Clark, 2018). Gender also plays a decisive role across multiple contexts, with older women 
tending to walk and use public transport more often than their male counterparts (Dickerson et al., 
2019; Fong & Atiyya Shaw, 2024; Szeto et al., 2017). In terms of safety, researchers have identified that 
older people are at higher risk of experiencing road traffic crashes, whether as drivers, pedestrians, or 
cyclists (Blanco et al., 2014; Noh, Kim & Yoon, 2018; Porter, Tewodros & Gorman, 2018; Zandieh et al., 
2016). Furthermore, beyond physical danger, psychological barriers are also a key issue for this group 
as the feeling of vulnerability leads older people to minimise and avoid travel, or to navigate cities 
with anxiety (Che Had et al., 2023; Rantakokko et al., 2015; Zandieh et al., 2016). 

As demonstrated by several studies, infrastructure quality, sidewalks, ramps, lighting, traffic 
signals, and bus shelters are indispensable for ensuring older people’s access to public transport and 
for increasing walking or cycling (Musselwhite & Attard, 2021; Ravensbergen et al., 2021), particularly 
for those with disabilities (Miszkurka et al., 2012; Tavares et al., 2016). However, beyond infrastructure, 
older people’s mobility is also affected by policies related to reserved seats, accessible buses, the 
behaviour of transport operators, and provision of facilities at stations (Musselwhite & Attard, 2021; 
Ryan, Wretstrand & Schmidt, 2015). In places where transport gratuities or reduced fares are in place, 
the number of trips made by older people is higher (Aguiar & Macário, 2017; Metz, 2017). Latin 
American studies on older people’s accessibility have increasingly identified age as a condition that 
contributes to unequal access to urban goods, services, and transport (Barbosa, 2014; Ryan & Pereira, 
2021). Some studies examine universal accessibility and safety for older people specifically (Barreto, 
2012; Blanco et al., 2014; Cataldi, 2018) while others focussing on the perception of public transport 
quality reveal that frequency is particularly central for older users and that long waiting times and 
poor infrastructure discourage use entirely (Brasil, 2012; Tiznado-Aitken et al., 2020). This literature 
demonstrates that despite the increasing participation of older people in urban life, the heterogeneity 
of their mobility practices and accessibility demands remains largely overlooked in public policies.

 A global policy agenda on urban ageing has taken shape since the 1980s, from the UN’s 1982 
International Plan of Action on Ageing through the 2002 Madrid International Plan of Action and the 
WHO’s Active Ageing Policy Framework. The 2006 launch of the Age-Friendly Cities and Communities 
(AFCC) initiative marked a structural milestone, recognising the significance of guaranteeing not 
only social rights but also rights to accessibility and mobility. Within this framework, active ageing, 
grounded in autonomy, independence, mobility, and social inclusion, constitutes the central analytical 
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and policy focus (Agost-Felip, Ruá & Kouidmi, 2021; Rémillard-Boilard, Buffel & Phillipson, 2020; 
WHO, nd). However, a critical disparity between Global North assumptions and Global South realities 
persists. Guillemot and Warner (2023) document extremely low uptake of the WHO AFCC framework 
in Latin America, attributing this to rapid demographic ageing, underdeveloped welfare systems, 
and young adult out-migration. They argue that Latin American cities must first secure fundamental 
services before addressing higher-level age-friendly goals, challenging a framework that presupposes 
basic social protections. 

Although more limited in number, Latin American studies on ageing and urban mobility offer 
vital perspectives on how age intersects with other social markers or inequality in urban contexts. 
Such studies focus on the low-income population, the impact of poverty, and the distribution of public 
facilities (Barbosa, 2014; Barreto, 2012; Cataldi, 2018; Guillemot & Warner, 2023; Viana Cerqueira 
et al., 2025). Age is identified as a condition that contributes to unequal access to urban goods, 
services and transport (Ardila-Pinto et al., 2025; Barreto, 2012). Studies focusing on the perception 
of the quality of public transport show that frequency and reliability are not just conveniences but 
essential requirements for autonomy; long waiting times and poor infrastructure often discourage 
movement entirely (Brasil, 2012; Gatica, Zavala Rubilar & Arias Diaz, 2022; Montoro-Gurich & 
Moreno-Tapia, 2021; Soto Villagrán et al., 2017). Recent Chilean scholarship, for instance, highlights 
the effects of spatial availability and affordability opportunities for using public transport (Akhavan & 
Vecchio, 2018), older people walking and accessibility to markets (Vecchio et al., 2023), and the study 
of ageing as a descriptor of marginality within urban policies (Vecchio, 2022). Gender is considered 
an important dimension in differences in mobility practices, unequal access to transport and urban 
services, and, more recently, in shaping broader patterns of spatial inequality (Casas, Lara & Espinosa, 
2019; Cataldi, 2018; Cerqueira et al., 2025).

Studies focusing on older people’s accessibility in Latin American cities examine several issues, 
from transport provision and urban density to land use and the distribution of health and commercial 
services. Denser and more mixed-use cities facilitate shorter commutes and boost public transport 
use among older people (Barbosa, 2014; Ryan & Pereira, 2021; Villena-Sanchez, Boschmann & Avila-
-Forcada, 2022), while highly suburbanised cities in the Global North are associated with more car 
trips  (Albert et al., 2018; Böcker, van Amen & Helbich, 2017; Dickerson et al., 2019). Several studies 
describe transport systems as frequently unsafe, posing high risks to the physical integrity of older 
people, particularly those with disabilities (Fuentes-García et al., 2013; Tavares et al., 2016). In cities of 
the Global South, authors have identified that these challenges are intensified by low supply and high 
informality of transport services, poor-quality roads, and the use of high-risk vehicles (Brasil, 2012; 
Cataldi, 2018; Fernández-Ortiz & Mora-Villalobos, 2022; Gatica, Zavala Rubilar & Arias Diaz, 2022). 

While the challenges ahead remain substantial, the contributions to this special issue address 
these gaps by developing approaches grounded in the specific historical, social, and territorial 
conditions of Latin American cities. Together, they remind us of the urgent need for continuing 
research on the intersection of the ageing process and urban mobility not only in terms of transport 
provision, but also as a situated and differential set of practices shaped by spatial, social and political 
dimensions. These dimensions include public policies and infrastructure as non-neutral instruments, 
safety and inclusive transport as essential conditions for autonomy, and social relationships as the 
networks through which older adults navigate structurally unequal urban contexts. Moreover, these 
works demonstrate that age rarely structures these practices alone; its effects are systematically 
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intensified by gender, race, class, and territorial location, rendering intersectionality not a 
supplementary dimension but a constitutive condition of how older adults move through, access, and 
are excluded from urban life.

The contributions to the dossier 

The twelve articles that constitute the main dossier of this issue collectively engage with the 
ageing-urban mobility nexus from a distinctly Latin American perspective. The geographical coverage 
spans eleven Brazilian cities across seven states, from São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro to Campina 
Grande and Ouro Preto, as well Santiago de Chile, with some articles adopting a broader regional 
perspective of Latin America as a whole. The methods employed are equally diverse, ranging from 
census-based quantitative analysis and GIS spatial modelling to qualitative interviews, participatory 
geodesign, and critical philosophical reflection. We have organised the contributions along three 
analytical lines that together weave the dossier’s argument: structural and social barriers to active 
ageing; territory, proximity, and the conditions of autonomous ageing; and emerging conceptual and 
methodological contributions.

Structural and social barriers to active ageing

Our first line of inquiry includes three articles that share a critical stance towards conditions 
which promote active mobility discursively while reproducing inequalities in practice. Fernando 
Ariel Manzano (Silver economy and physical activity in old age: sport as an emerging market) shows 
how the market reproduces inequality; Allan León Casemiro Silva, Sandra Medina Benini, and Jeane 
Aparecida Rombi de Godoy  Moura (Cities and aging: propositions for an age-sensitive smart city) 
show how the smart city reproduces digital exclusion; and Alda Abrahão Faiad de Moura, Eduarda 
Rezende Freitas, and Ingrid Luiza Neto (Older adults’ perception of discrimination episodes in public 
transportation) show how the bus system reproduces ageism. Read together, these three articles 
produce a cumulative argument: the very instruments meant to enable active ageing (markets, 
transport, technology) can function as exclusion mechanisms. They also subtly bridge physical, social, 
and digital dimensions of exclusion, which gives analytical scope to this strand beyond the different 
methodological approaches. 

Manzano opens this line of inquiry with a critical interrogation of the Silver Economy framework, 
applying it to physical activity in old age in his article Silver economy and physical activity in old age: 
Sport as an emerging market. His theoretical review of the Latin American context demonstrates 
that the expansion of sport and physical activity markets does not translate into reduced inequality. 
By commodifying active ageing, the Silver Economy transforms physical activity into a luxury good, 
reinforcing existing territorial and cultural disparities rather than resolving them. Central to his 
analysis is a critique of the normative bias embedded in individual responsibility frameworks, which 
frame healthy ageing as a personal choice rather than a social right. Ultimately, this contribution 
contends that active ageing cannot be left to market mechanisms alone; it demands robust state 
intervention and the redistribution of infrastructure to guarantee equitable access across structurally 
unequal urban landscapes and the heterogeneity of older populations.
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In the second article in this group, Cities and aging: propositions for an age-sensitive smart 
city, Silva, Benini & Godoy extend this critique to the smart city concept and its encounter with the 
age-friendly cities framework in São Paulo. Drawing on literature review, documentary analysis, 
and secondary data including the 2022 Census and municipal surveys, the authors argue that the 
demographic shift in cities demands a fundamental shift in governance that neither framework can 
achieve in isolation. The article introduces a five-dimensional framework, encompassing inadequate 
infrastructure, digital exclusion, territorial inequality, data underrepresentation, and insufficient 
transport, as the critical space where smart city and AFC meet and diverge. Through this lens, the 
authors issue a vital alert against technological solutionism: the risk that "smart" innovations merely 
reinforce existing inequalities by prioritising those who are digitally literate and affluent. Ultimately, 
the authors remind us that an age-sensitive smart city requires a new ethical horizon that reorients 
technological determinism towards social justice, positioning the active participation of older people 
as a non-negotiable condition.

This group closes with Moura, Freitas & Neto’s work on Older adults’ perception of 
discrimination episodes in public transportation which complements this line of inquiry by providing 
empirical evidence from lived experiences of older adults. Their study, based on interviews with 109 
participants, reveals that over 10% of respondents report systemic discrimination, with the frequency 
of these episodes closely tied to gender, age, and education. By identifying multiple forms of ageist 
behaviour on buses, the authors demonstrate that mobility barriers are not merely physical, but 
profoundly social. Their study reinforces the structural critiques advanced by Manzano and Silva, 
Benini & Godoy, showing that an ageist encounter is not a personal failure of courtesy, but a social 
institution that restricts both access to urban services and active participation. Ultimately, the article 
argues that policy must move beyond fare gratuity and reserved seating towards inclusive protocols 
for age-sensitive transport by recognising that accessibility is differential: it is shaped not only by 
where you are going, but also by who you are.

Territory, proximity, and the conditions of autonomous ageing

A second line of inquiry addresses the spatial dimensions of urban life by focusing on the critical 
relationship between where older adults age and what they can access. The three articles included 
here measure this relationship at different scales: Miriam Panet and David Melo (Living the city: 
Integration of institutions for older adults in Campina Grande) measure institutional integration; Lucas 
Eduardo Dornelles and Laís Veríssimo do Nascimento (Aging and accessibility: stratified analysis of 
the census in Rio Grande do Sul) measure infrastructure gaps across municipalities; and Carlos Adrian 
Vargas Alfaro and Giovanni Vecchio (Mobility, autonomy, and public space: Older adults’ perceptions 
in Peñalolén, Chile) measure neighbourhood-level accessibility. Collectively, they demonstrate that 
proximity to services and quality of infrastructure are not simply logistical concerns, but structural 
determinants of autonomy. Each article demonstrates that proximity is more than an objective metric; 
it is a situated experience with differential implications for active ageing, shaped by the interplay 
between territorial conditions and the lived experience.
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In the article Living the city: integration of institutions for older adults in Campina Grande, 
Miriam Panet and David Melo examine the spatial integration of instituições de longa permanência 
[long-stay institutions] for older adults within the urban fabric of Campina Grande, Paraíba. They 
assess the proximity of these facilities to public transport, essential services, and public spaces, 
revealing that most institutions remain only partially integrated. They demonstrate that many vital 
urban services are located beyond acceptable distances and are accessible only through inadequate, 
often dangerous routes. The article argues that the autonomy of institutionalised older adults is 
constrained not solely by their immediate environment but, more decisively, by restricted access 
to urban life. This contribution frames the location of care institutions as a strategic urban planning 
decision, challenging the persistent representation of old age as a phase of (im)mobility and solitude, 
a narrative that reinforces actual isolation. Ultimately, the authors urge policymakers to recognise 
transport connectivity as a de facto condition of autonomy that either limits or sustains the access 
and social networks essential for active ageing.

In their article, Aging and accessibility: stratified analysis of the census in Rio Grande do Sul, 
Lucas Eduardo Dornelles and Laís Veríssimo do Nascimento scale this analysis up to the state level, 
providing an assessment of accessibility infrastructure across the municipalities of Rio Grande do 
Sul using census data from 2010 and 2022. Their comparison of the state’s most densely populated, 
and most aged areas reveals a critical territorial gap: municipalities with the highest proportions of 
older residents are precisely those where deficiencies in sidewalks, ramps, and lighting are most 
pronounced. Here, census data emerges as an instrument of policy analysis capable of exposing the 
structural inequalities in the built environment that remain invisible to aggregate planning indicators. 
The article argues that urban accessibility policies must be differentiated according to the specific 
demographic and spatial characteristics of each municipality. Ultimately, this contribution offers 
direct implications for how accessibility might be operationalised in practice, moving beyond a purely 
functionalist dimension to address the territorial realities of ageing.

Closing this group, Carlos Adrian Vargas Alfaro and Giovanni Vecchio bring a Chilean 
perspective and a neighbourhood scale to this inquiry, analysing older adults’ perceptions of public 
space in their article Mobility, autonomy, and public space: older adults’ perceptions in Peñalolén, 
Chile. By combining interviews, observations, and expert evaluations, the authors demonstrate that 
infrastructure deterioration, specifically sidewalk condition, acts as a decisive barrier to autonomy. 
The study reveals that older adults perceive the built environment differently from younger residents, 
suggesting that standard urban quality evaluations may systematically misread what matters most 
to older users. In this analysis, dependence on others emerges as a central fear for older adults 
who remain socially engaged, while proximity is framed as the primary strategy for holding such 
dependency at bay. Ultimately, this work shows how perceptions condition the autonomous use of 
space in ways that objective assessments cannot capture, especially when ageing is understood as an 
active process contingent on maintaining autonomy through accessible movement. 

Emerging conceptual and methodological contributions

The third line of inquiry constitutes a distinctly novel strand of the issue. The six articles included 
here introduce dimensions of ageing and mobility with less development in the existing literature, 
including intersections with climate risks, symbolic mobility, mobility as resistance in favelas, utopian 
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imaginaries, political philosophy of presence, and embodied and affective attachments to place. 
Within this strand, we distinguish two sub-groups: articles expanding the conceptual scope of the 
ageing-mobility nexus; and articles introducing novel analytical and methodological frameworks 
through which these intersections can be studied.

Emerging conceptual dimensions: these articles introduce dimensions of the ageing–mobility 
nexus that the existing literature has yet to fully address: the intersection of pedestrian mobility with 
environmental vulnerability, the symbolic and memory-driven character of movement in heritage 
contexts, and the intersection of structural disadvantage, territorial resistance, and everyday ageing 
in favelas.

In the article Walking mobility: older adults and vulnerability to flooding, André Eiji Sato, 
Solimar Isaac, and Roberta Kronka integrate mobility analysis with climate risk assessment by 
overlaying 2023 transport data with a Flooding Susceptibility Index for the São Paulo Metropolitan 
Region. By identifying where older pedestrians’ routes overlap with flood-prone areas, the authors 
illustrate a critical convergence of mobility and environmental risks. Their argument is twofold: first, 
that climate crises intensify existing inequalities and a particularly negative dynamic in geographies 
confronting historical structural problems; and second, that for older adults, climate risk represents a 
compounded vulnerability which has yet to be fully examined in the literature. To address this, they 
propose expanding the concept of accessibility to incorporate social security, environmental safety, 
and comfort. By applying ergonomic principles to the urban design, the study provides a replicable 
planning tool for simulating climatic and urbanistic pressures. Ultimately, this spatial intersection 
constitutes a critical analytical instrument with direct policy application at the local scale.

Next, in the article Symbolic mobility of older adults in heritage cities: co-creation and belonging, 
Ana Luíza Rodrigues da Silva Santos, Daniela Antunes Lessa, and Bárbara Abreu Matos introduce the 
concept of symbolic mobility to capture how walking is permeated by meanings, memories, and 
affective attachments to place. Through participatory geodesign in Ouro Preto, a World Heritage site 
in Minas Gerais, the authors examine how valued spatial characteristics of heritage sites, such as 
colonial-era cobblestones and steep slopes, present accessibility challenges for older residents whose 
mobility practices embed more than simply reaching a destination, as they encompass memory- 
-driven and emotional connections to place. The study demonstrates how technical expertise can 
be combined with community knowledge, proposing a walkability index for historic centres where, 
for example, the presence of light communicates care and recognition beyond functional provision. 
Ultimately, the article warns that the urgent need for adaptation can conceal a silent resilience rooted 
in the historical indifference of urban policy. Thus, planning must recognise historic urban areas as 
fields of symbolic struggle where, for older adults, the right to walk is the right to remain.

In the last article in this group, Between alleys and stairways: mobility, territory, and aging 
in Brazilian favelas, Fernando Henrique Ferreira de Oliveira and César Augusto Marques da Silva 
examine ageing in favelas from an intersectional perspective, analysing how structural inequalities 
and precarious infrastructure shape the mobility practices of older residents in Rio de Janeiro. 
Drawing on 2022 Census data and qualitative research, the authors explore how gender, race, and 
class affect autonomy across three scales: the micro (the ageing body’s alternative mobilities); the 
meso (the favela as an arena of conflict between state abandonment and community solidarity); 
and the macro (population ageing as a global phenomenon with diverse local expressions). For older 
adults, navigating steep terrain, narrow alleys, and absent ramps requires not only physical effort 
but the mobilisation of social capital, such as neighbours who accompany, family members who 
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transport, and memory-driven local knowledge. Ultimately, the authors argue that ageing in the 
favela constitutes a visible act of everyday resistance where collective memories and communitarian 
bonds represent a substantive dimension of the ageing–mobility relationship that neither biomedical 
nor transport-based frameworks capture.

New analytical and methodological contributions: the last three articles propose innovative 
frameworks for how we might study and theorise the ageing-mobility nexus. By engaging with 
embodied methodologies, utopian and dystopian imaginaries, and the urbanism of presence, these 
contributions offer analytical tools to investigate the subjective, political, and emotional layers of 
older adults’ urban lives.

In their article, Older adults’ daily mobility: evidence from walking interviews, Isabela de Oliveira 
Bastos, Patricia Rodrigues Samora, and Alejandro Pérez-Duarte Fernández expand this line of inquiry 
methodologically by using walking interviews to bridge the gap between measured and perceived 
accessibility. By accompanying older residents through their everyday routes in Campinas, São Paulo, 
the authors capture the nuanced interactions between physical capacity and emotional attachments. 
Details that other types of analyses systematically miss, such as the specific detour forced by an 
uneven pavement or the social anchor of a familiar shop, emerge here. The study demonstrates 
that "ageing in place" depends on a proximity that is not merely spatial, but profoundly relational 
and affective. These embodied dimensions are made visible through a combination of GPS tracking, 
photography, and narrative, offering a depth that standard mapping cannot provide. Ultimately, their 
findings reinforce the differential character of accessibility, calling for urban planning that accounts for 
the situated, lived realities of the ageing city.

In the article Utopias and dystopias: the city we have and the city we want to age in, Débora 
Wilza de Oliveira Guedes mobilises utopia and dystopia as analytical frameworks to examine older 
adults’ perceptions of the city they inhabit and the city to which they aspire. Based on interviews with 
fifteen older residents of São José dos Campos, the article reveals how current urban realities present 
dystopian challenges, such as inadequate infrastructure, spatial segregation, and insecurity, while 
older adults envision possibilities for more equitable and liveable cities promoting collective well-being 
and dignity. The use of utopian/dystopian framing serves to document not only the lived experience 
but also the political aspirations of older adults. Ultimately, the author shows that older adults carry 
memories that shape how they perceive not only the present city but also the future one; and that 
visions of spatial quality and belonging are inseparable from the quest for dignity. This contributes to 
framing older adults' imaginations as a vital resource which urban planning rarely mobilises.

The article Old age in unforgiving streets: mobility and existence in Latin America by Daniel Pala 
Abeche closes the dossier by extending the critique into philosophical terrain, drawing on Hannah 
Arendt’s political philosophy to propose that mobility should be considered not merely as physical 
movement but as the political condition of presence in public space. Reflecting on the design of Latin 
American cities, the author argues that the exclusion of older adults is the by-product of urban models 
privileging speed, consumption, and surveillance, and a lack of integrated accessibility policies. 
Together, this reveals the de-politicisation of old age, where the person is reduced to a subject of 
assistance rather than an active urban agent. Through the concepts of urbanism of presence and a 
poetics of ageing, the article proposes a framework for understanding the city from the perspective 
of those who move with caution. Ultimately, Abeche argues for urban models that embrace a logic 
and ethics of time where the dispute is not only for the territory but also for the ways in which life is 
organised, valued, and distributed. 
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Complementary articles 

Alongside the main dossier, this issue includes seven complementary articles that, while not 
focused specifically on the ageing-mobility nexus, address urban dynamics which also affect how older 
populations inhabit cities. These contributions engage with questions of urban planning, governance, 
accessibility, environmental sustainability, and territorial control. They expand the thematic scope of 
the issue by addressing structural dimensions of urban life, from smart city governance to peripheral 
urbanisation, even when they do not address older populations explicitly.

Two articles examine the smart city paradigm and its implications for inclusive urban 
development. In Smart city: between the global trend and local social risks, Eluane Parizotto Seidler 
and Roberto Schoproni Bichueti review the literature on social risks associated with smart city 
implementations in developing countries, identifying technological, organisational, and social risks 
that such initiatives generate. The article argues that equitable development requires addressing 
structural inequalities and ensuring participatory governance alongside technological innovation, 
concerns that resonate directly with the challenges of digital inclusion for older adults discussed in 
the main dossier. In Pacto Alegre: contradictions in smart city proposals for Porto Alegre, Mariana 
Baldi and Fernando Dias Lopes offer a critical analysis of Porto Alegre’s Pacto Alegre programme, 
revealing contradictions between the inclusive rhetoric of smart city proposals and their alignment 
with neoliberal urban development priorities. Together, these contributions provide a cautionary 
perspective on the assumption that technological innovation automatically translates into more 
accessible and inclusive cities.

In Counterplans and radical planning as tools for the right to the city, Clarice Misoczky de 
Oliveira addresses questions of urban planning and the right to the city, examining radical planning 
and counterplans as instruments for producing the right to the city within neoliberal urban contexts. 
Drawing on participatory action research in Porto Alegre, the article explores Regional Popular Action 
Plans as instances of insurgent planning that create spaces of inclusive participation. This contribution 
holds direct implications for the involvement of older adults in planning processes which shape their 
everyday mobility and access to urban resources. In Demand and accessibility of transportation in the 
Metropolitan Region of São Paulo, João Augusto Dunck Dalosto and Pedro José Perez-Martinez show 
how macro-accessibility patterns of individual motorised modes and public transport are shaped by 
inequalities in territorial infrastructure.

Two articles focus on environmental sustainability and territorial governance. In State fragility 
and climate vulnerability: is there a relation?, Cristiano Garcia Mendes, Mariana Ferreira Torres and 
Victor de Matos Nascimento examine the relationship between state fragility and climate vulnerability, 
demonstrating a directly proportional relationship between the two. While not focused on ageing, 
the analysis of climate vulnerability sensitivity, which includes age dependency ratios as a component, 
offers relevant insights into how demographic ageing intersects with environmental risk. Extending 
this line of inquiry, in the article Payment for ecosystem services in urban areas: a framework for its 
implementation in Brazil, Juliano Rodrigues Gimenez and Janaína Ribeiro Velho explore Payment for 
Ecosystem Services as a mechanism for urban water management in Brazil, proposing a framework 
that integrates sustainability with modern urban planning instruments. This contribution addresses 
the broader infrastructure and service provision landscape that underpins quality of life for all urban 
residents.
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Finally, in Milicias and the urbanization of peripheries: a new segregation dynamic in the Rio 
de Janeiro metropolis, Priscila Coli examines the role of militias in the socio-spatial transformation of 
Rio de Janeiro’s peripheries, analysing how armed groups have consolidated as urbanisation agents, 
establishing mechanisms that reorganise access to land and housing. Identifying three typologies of 
militia-produced residential developments, the article illuminates the territorial dynamics that shape 
peripheral urbanisation in Brazilian cities. 

Conclusions

From the editors' conceptual framing to the empirical and theoretical contributions received, 
the dossier collectively moves beyond biomedical and Global North-centric paradigms of the ageing-
-mobility nexus. We organise the contributions around three lines of inquiry which align with our 
understanding of urban mobility and accessibility as socially constructed practices deeply mediated 
by intersecting inequalities, lived experience, and older adults' agency. The twelve articles included 
here respond to this framing in ways that none could have achieved alone, leaving space for the 
emergence of cross-cutting themes.

First, the examination of structural and social barriers reveals that instruments designed to 
enable active ageing often function as mechanisms of exclusion. This exclusion is fundamentally 
intersectional, and its significance extends well beyond the three articles that constitute the first line 
of inquiry. Moura, Freitas and Neto's documentation of ageism in public transport, Oliveira and Silva's 
intersectional analysis of gender, race, and territory in favela ageing, Manzano's critique of market- 
-driven active ageing, and Panet and Melo's examination of institutional isolation each reveal how age 
interacts with class, gender, and territorial location to produce profoundly differentiated experiences 
of urban life. Older adults do not constitute a coherent category with uniform needs; policies that 
treat them as such risk reproducing the exclusions they purport to address.

Second, territorial inequality emerges as the decisive mediating factor in shaping older adults' 
mobility experiences across the entire dossier. Beyond the three articles organised around access 
and proximity, Dornelles and Nascimento's mapping of the mismatch between ageing populations 
and infrastructure provision, Sato, Isaac and Kronka's spatial overlay of pedestrian mobility and flood 
vulnerability, and Oliveira and Silva's multi-scalar analysis of favela topographies each demonstrate that 
ageing is experienced in specific territories where material conditions fundamentally shape what is 
possible. This demonstrates that access is not a uniform capacity, but a differentiated outcome produced 
by the intersection of agents' characteristics, territorial conditions, and institutional arrangements.

Third, the dossier's emerging conceptual and methodological contributions demonstrate that 
mobility in old age cannot be explained by transport metrics. It encompasses physical displacement, 
symbolic attachment, political visibility, social participation, and emotional experience. Abeche's 
urbanism of presence and Santos, Lessa and Matos' symbolic mobility each expand the conceptual 
vocabulary available to researchers, while Guedes' utopian imaginaries and Oliveira and Silva's 
account of everyday resistance in favelas reveal mobility as a terrain of meaning-making and political 
debate. This expanded understanding advances the situational mobility framework by demonstrating 
that the loci through which older adults move are simultaneously material, relational, and symbolic. 
Methodological pluralism runs through the dossier as both practice and argument: Sato, Isaac and 
Kronka's flooding susceptibility index; Santos, Lessa and Matos' walkability index for historic centres; 
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Bastos, Samora and Fernández's walking interview methodology; and Silva, Benini and Godoy's five-
dimensional framework for age-sensitive smart cities each contribute replicable instruments that 
expand the repertoire available to researchers and planners.

Across all three lines of inquiry, the contributions collectively demonstrate the limitations of 
biomedical frameworks and the insufficiency of approaches conceived in and for the Global North. 
The challenge now is to develop analyses grounded in specific historical, social, and territorial local 
conditions, attending not only to the physical environment but also to the social construction of 
ageing and the structural inequalities that configure older adults' everyday lives. From its conceptual 
framing through to its contributions, this dossier makes a collective case for placing the ageing- 
-mobility nexus at the centre of urban studies and urban policy, and for recognising urban mobility as 
inseparable from the right to an autonomous, situated, and active presence in the city.
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