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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses possibilities regarding thieudation between religions and the third sector
that go beyond the provision of provision of certaervices and attendance to certain sectors adtgoc
neglected by the state. It is based on a case stoidy in the Southern part of Brazil with Soka Gakk
International (“International Value-Creation Sogfetalso, SGI), a lay Buddhist movement founded in
Japan in 1930 that has now over 12 million memiret®0 countries.

With an analysis based on anthropological fieldwdhis essay aims to understand how new religious
movements, specifically the International AssooiatiBrazil Soka GakkaiBSGI), create innovative
strategies of interpretation and accommodation @tspecific religious field, presenting themselies
Brazil as a NGO and not as a religious group. Tdrdradictory way BSGI uses the image and the practi
of a NGO responds to their own necessity: the fgoant and maintenance of members. | suggest ltleat t
insertion of religious groups on the third sectaynbear more complexities than simply the supplyhg
services or resources to fill a gap left by heestahis article will show the ambiguities of a gpotinat
answers to the necessities of a country laid in émse social inequalities but, at the same times thie
process as a marketing strategy and as a plartiohdo recruit new members.

Key words: Soka Gakkai; NGO; recruitment.

Introduction

This paper discusses the articulation betweemgiogliand the third sector that
goes beyond the provision of certain services tiregb sectors of society neglected by
the state. It is based on a case study done i8dhthern part of Brazil with Soka Gakkai
International (BSGI; literally International “Sotyefor the Creation of Value”), a lay
Buddhist organization dflichiren Shoshthat was founded in Japan in 1930 and is now
considered one of the most successful Japaneg®usimovements — not only in Japan
but also in non-Japanese communities overseas,oveéh 12 million members in 190

countries.
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Based on anthropological fieldwork, this essayvples an approach for
understanding how Soka Gakkai creates innovativategfies of interpretation and
accommodation in a specific religious field, prasemitself in Brazil primarily as an
NGO and not as a religious group. The contradicteaty in which BSGI uses the image
and practice of an NGO responds to its own negegshi¢ recruitment and maintenance
of membership. This article intends to show the igmibes of a group that tries to
address some of the necessities of a country plalgyémmense social inequalities but,
at the same time, uses this process as a markdtiaiggy and as a plan of action to

recruit new members.

Buddhism and Soka Gakkai in Brazil

Soka Gakkai International (SGI), the largest layd&hist organization in Japan,
began in 1937 as a lay associationNa¢hiren Shoshuone of several denominations
tracing its origins to Nichiren (1222-1282). AltlghuNichiren Buddhism dates from the
thirteenth century, Soka Gakkai is a contemporaligious group. The organization was
founded in 1930 by a Japanese educator, Tsuneskitakiguchi (1871-1944), as part of
a movement to reform Japan’s educational systener Alie Second World War, Soka
Gakkai was reconstituted by Josei Toda, a disapMakiguchi who became its second
president. Toda began an intense effort to sphégkiren Daishoniis teachings to the
lay population througlshakubuku(literally, “break and subdue”). The current presig
Daisaku lkeda (1928- ), succeeded Toda in 196Ciad president of Soka Gakkai.
Under his leadership the movement has continuexpand. He began traveling abroad

to bring encouragement to members dispersed in sinabers all over the world.

The first SGI district established outside Japas waugurated in the city of S&o
Paulo, Brazil, on October 20, 1960. At that tirhe Bssociation had fewer than 150
members, all of them of Japanese ancestry. Howavegcent decades, the Brazilian
Soka Gakkai branch has evolved into a Buddhist gmeith centres in almost every
region of Brazil. According to official informatiofrom the Soka Gakkai International
headquarters, today there are 160,000 Brazilian eesn 90 percent of whom are of

non-Japanese origin.



Revista Nures n° 10 — Setembro/Dezembro 2008 — http  ://www.pucsp.br/revistanures
Nucleo de Estudos Religido e Sociedade — Pontificia Universidade Catdlica — SP ISSN 1981-156X

In Brazil, the history of Buddhism is mainly reddt to Asian, particularly
Japanese, immigration. With the beginning of Japam@migration in 1908, Buddhism
came to Brazil. Clarke (2001:197) points out #i#tough its presence in Brazil dates to
the 1920s, it was not until the 1960s that the Jepa New Religious Movement began
to make an impact beyond the boundaries of Japamasagrant communities.
Moreover, it was only in the 1980s, with the imnaigon of Chinese and Tibetan groups,
that the number of different Buddhist groups insezh and Buddhism became

widespread in Brazilian society.

Buddhism is represented in Brazil by a large raoiggroups (Shoji 2004), and
Soka Gakkai has competed and struggled to mairisaplace in the religious “market”
not only with other Buddhist groups but also wittotestants, Catholics, Spiritists and
Afro-Brazilian religions. Although Gakkai cannot beonsidered a numerically
significant religion in Brazil, this group has dnawttention to itself for different reasons.
Soka Gakkai has grown very rapidly in the last desa even in states whose specific
social-historic context does not include significdapanese immigration. With this in
mind, it is relevant to reflect about the actuabaiion of Soka Gakkai and to try to
understand the politics it has developed and apphieorder to attract new members and

to establish itself in the Brazilian religious matk

Gakkai, theworld and Brazil

Since its beginning — and especially under Iketiaslership - Soka Gakkai has
struggled to relate its image to the ideal of aerimational organization committed to
social causes. In 1963, the movement was legatlygm@zed in the United States as a
non-profit organization — the first Japanese orzgtion ever to receive such recognition
outside Japan. Soka Gakkai International (SGI) waganized in 1975, and lkeda
became its president. SGI was registered as a oeergmental organization with the
United Nations High Commission for Refugees and wepartment of Public
Information in 1981; additionally, in 1983, it wasgistered with the UN’s Economic
and Social Council. “Ikeda regularly meets with ldoleaders, including politicians,

scientists, and artists, with whom he discussasisok to world problems. They discuss
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peace, demilitarization, human rights, the promotid culture, education and related
issues.” (Dobbelaere 1998, 08).

Soka Gakkai uses different strategies in differeotintries, and its work to
spread and legitimize itself presents differentrabteristics depending on the degree of
emphasis given to specific aspects of its actwiti;hn France, for example, SGI
established the Victor Hugo Museum in 1991. Inltlmted States, the Soka University
inaugurated a branch in Los Angeles in 1987, andded the Boston Research Center
for the 21st Century in 1993. In Brazil, as in atleanches around the world, Soka
Gakkai tries to create the image of an instituemigaged in activities to promote peace,
culture and education based on Buddhism, cleatlgvitng the tendencies of national

politics.

The rapid growth of the Brazilian branch of Sokakkai drew Daisaku Ikeda’s
attention; as a result, he visited Brazil in 1960 again in 1966. Although preparations
were made for a third visit in 1974, the militangtdtorship of the 1960s and 1970s had
placed nationwide restrictions on religious groapsl movements that attracted public
involvement or large crowds. As a result of thesécpes, lkeda was denied a visa to
enter the country in 1974. This apparent setbaokiged the impetus for Soka Gakkai
to reevaluate how BSGI's image was being presewithdn Brazil. Until this time, all
efforts had been concentrated on the Japanese aatymand the immigrants
established in the country. After this incident,k&oGakkai started to invest in
optimizing its image in the broader community, gmdmoting its ideals widely within

different spheres of Brazilian society as a whole.

Political liberalization and the declining worldaomy contributed to Brazil's
economic and social problems in the early 1980aziBs own economic crisis (e.g., an
annual inflation rate of 239% in 1983) led to thelmtization of class organizations and
unions, and between 1978 and 1980 huge strikes ftame in the industrial sector in
major cities. As a response to this social reaiityhe early 1980s BSGI began investing
in the Brazilian educational sector. In addition, connection with the “Rio 92"
worldwide conference on the rainforest and otharrenmental issues, Soka Gakkai

founded the Amazon Ecological Research Centre —@[port. Centro de Projetos e
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Estudos Ambientais da Amazonia - CEPBAMManaus. Both projects, the AERC and
the Education Department, may be considered the¢ impsrtant marketing strategies of
SGI within Brazil and in the world at large (Pese2001). At the same time that these
programs promote BSGI on the world stage, they ptemote the institution to possible

new members inside the country. | will have marsdy about each below.

BSGI: Brazilian Context and Social Action

Scholars attempting to describe non-profit orgaions in Brazil have
encountered several difficulties. Landim (1997, )3Bas pointed out several of these:
first, the term “non-profit sector” itself has ngét gained currency in sociological and
economic literature; second, research on the tigprare compared to what has been
done in other countries. Beyond its legal defimtithe term “non-profit sector” denotes
primarily membership organizations, representitgcad variety of forms and activities;
in Brazil, the term suggests organized civil sgcigt contrast to the State. Landim
groups existing terms in five descriptive categpfhich are not mutually exclusive: a)
civil societies or non-profit organisations; b) @sations; c) philanthropic or charitable
organizations; d) non-governmental organisationS@y) and e) foundations. Although
the classification of BSGI as an NGO accordinghis tmodel may be inaccurate, for
analytical purposes | will focus the discussionthis direction based on the fact that
BSGI categorizes itself as an NGO.

“NGO” is not a juridical term, and although it hsigbtle political connotations, it
is not linked with any particular political ideolpgRarely used in Brazil until the mid-
1980s, the adoption of NGO as a category of selftification for these new
organizations indicates a process of the creatmah racent recognition of a common
identity (Poelhekke 1996). To the Brazilian contembn-governmental work means
strengthening the capacity of the poor to gain s€¢e governmental services to which
they are entitled by law, but which in practice woly are insufficient, inadequate or
non-existent but also could be ddmgthe poorwith the poor anan behalfof the poor
(Landim 1993). The roots of this trend are in tl@@efiters of Popular Education” or
“Centers for Consulting and Support to the Popudarn and flourished at the height of
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the dictatorship. They grouped together activisith \& middle-class background (both
religious and non-religious), intellectuals seekialjernatives to academia, and ex-
militants from traditional leftist groups. The morthese organizations became
secularized, the more they embarked on a processngftutionalization and

professionalization, as a result of which many bexaNGOs. The widely diverse
collection of priority issues chosen by recent abahnovements (women, blacks, the
environment, AIDS, street children, etc.) demorisrathe NGOSs' organisational

commitment to civil society, social movements, andial transformation.

Following the national tendency, the beginninghef 1990s was a starting point
for a different mode of conduct led by the Orgatiwa It was clear during my
interviews that the process of legitimization ofk&dGakkai in Brazil consisted of an
effort to be accepted and recognized. There wermoi@ campaigns ashakubukwon
streets and neighborhoods, and the Organizationnwal®nger evident in the media.
What can be seen today is a well-projected andel@te strategy to conquer public

spaces and to emphasize the participation of mesnber

My ethnographic field research, done mainly in stete of Rio Grande do Sul but
also at the national branch in Sdo Paulo and theaMi& centre, allowed me to get closer
to the members of Soka Gakkai in Brazil. | livedPiarto Alegre for eleven months (from
October 2005 to September 2006) and during thag tidid interviews, read the most
important materials produced by BSGI, visited thembers at their homes, traveled
around the country to get to know key people amdgs- especially Rio de Janeiro, Sédo
Paulo and Manaus -, and attended the local meatirigsrto Alegre and its surroundings
(i.e. Greater Porto Alegre and its countryside)atTéxperience allowed me to know the

two “faces” Soka Gakkai seeks to elaborate in Brazi

The time spent in Rio Grande do Sul was decisiventiw better the religious face
of BSGI. But it was during the visits to the na@bbranch in S&do Paulo and Manaus that
| could understand how they elaborate a more setukge in Brazil. In that sense, it is
possible to affirm that Soka Gakkai elaboratesal discourse. Externally, the emphasis
is not on religious practice, but on activities ntBed with the secular world,
emphasizing BSGI's effectiveness as an NGO andngno create a positive public
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image. Internally, the organization remains intexgsn the doctrine and in the practice
of members. While the religious discourse beloghé member’'s ambit, the “secular”
face of BSGI as an NGO is more prominent externdllyis dual perspective is also
perceived by Pereira (2001), who researched thepgio the end of the 1990s in the
Brazilian Federal District, what supports my anely#\s the aim of this article is to
discuss the social face developed by BSGI in Brazilill not bring elements from my
fieldwork in the Southern part of Brazil, whichnsainly related to the religious aspect
of the group in the country. My intention is to @scin the social activity and
engagement of Soka Gakkai in Brazil, developed Ipamthe state of Sdo Paulo and
the state of Amazonas.

The country that includes the greater part of Améaao rainforest and that hosted
the worldwide conference about environmental issBes 92 founded in 1992 the
Amazon Ecological Research Centre — AERC (p@entro de Projetos e Estudos
Ambientais do Amazonas, CEPEAMonsidered by BSGI as a sector of the Education
Department known as “Environmental Education”. RERC is installed in the city of
Manaus, state of Amazonas, and it represents earsaft the BSGI Education
Department known as “Environmental Education.” Amstsuccessful achievement by
SGI in Brazil, which constitutes an important action the country, is related to
education. The BSGI Education Department — conediptd and created by BSGI - has
invested in two main projects: the Makiguchi ProjecAction (port.Projeto Makiguti
em Acad and Literacy Nucleus. Brazil is one of the few co@s in which the
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi pedagogy is applied in laxgge. The Educational Department
developed a 40-hour literacy program for teenagadsadults, the Makiguchi Project in
Action (a volunteer effort to revitalize education public schools using Makiguchi's
value-creating educational theories) and the Rekelaepartment for the education of
science. Both projects, the AERC and the Educddepartment, may be considered the
most important marketing strategies of SGI in Bramiay. A strategy of marketing that
at the same time as it promotes BSGI in the war&hario, it promotes the institution to

possible new members inside Brazil.

In the following paragraphs | will offer some infoation about BSGI social

activities in different areas in Brazil. For th&ksaf length, the idea is to briefly describe
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the activities of the group in the country, presentto the reader the main pursuits
related to the social engagement, and how theytitisemselves in that specific field. It
is worth to mention that although this paper doatspnesent a great deal of case studies
and the description of the cases are not develdprd at length — although the
information provided is the result of my findingsrrohg the research in Brazil -, the
analysis is based on my anthropological fieldwookdausions, where | offer a critical
perspective of their social action in the countdhen put in context, the description of
their activities is very useful for the understargdof how this is used much more as a

strategy of insertion rather than a relevant saébn.

Makiguchi Project in Action

The Makiguchi Project in Action is based on thangples of Soka Kyoikugaku
Taikei (The System of Value-Creating Pedagogy), a workliglied in 1930 by
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the founding president okaS&akkai. Participants in the
Makiguchi Project in Action are educators and memiloé BSGI who have volunteered
their time without financial remuneration. More théive hundred volunteers have
participated in the BSGI Education Department otlee years. This division is
subdivided into three groups: the Makiguchi in AatiProject, the Literacy Department
for Youth and Adults, and the Science of EducatResearch and Development

Department.

In 1996 Brazil's Federal Law Number 9394 — calllee “Law of Guidelines and
Foundation of National Education” - put into plaeemerous components relevant to the
desired quality of education. In its specificatminthe National Curriculum Parameters
(port. Parametros Curriculares Naciongiby which this law would be implemented, the
Ministry of Education encouraged school initiatiiesthe formulation of educational
projects. In a country where the responsibility farplementation of educational
directives rests primarily with school teachers S@ Education Department found a
great opportunity to present to the teachers intmeapproaches both to obtain support
and to achieve the desired results in schools.Basehis demand, the BSGI Education

Department decided to apply Tsunesaburo Makiguchiisory in the Brazilian
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educational setting. The Portuguese translatiomMakiguchi's book “The System of
Value-Creating Pedagogy,” published in the coumnApril 1994, was a remarkable
moment for the people involved with the BSGI EdiwwatDepartment. It was in
September of the same year that the Makiguchi Eraje Action was initiated at
Caetano de Campos (a public elementary and junigin kchool) as the “Spring

Programme,” and was offered to second-year studeite elementary level.

In 1995 the BSGI subdivision “science of educatiesearch” devised a plan for
the Makiguchi Education Project, which would taildre project to the Brazilian
educational circumstances. The science of educaé@search group joined the BSGI
Education Department and their participation soaoedpproximately 1,500 students in
41 classes. By May of 2000, the Makiguchi ProjecAction had been offered in the
classrooms of 55 municipal and state public schoolthe state of S&do Paulo and one
school in Curitiba, in the state of Parana (ElisaPdwula, personal interview, Sdo Paulo,
June 2006).

Literacy Nucleus

Although Brazil has achieved greater economiciaddstrial development in the
last twenty years, Brazil still faces a high legtllliteracy. Specialists (Foweraker 2001)
believe that social exclusion is one of the primegsults of illiteracy, which is found
more frequently within the elderly segment of tlrepplation and in poor and/or urban
areas. Another aspect that must be consideresinmstof this analysis is that more than
one-third of the Brazilian adult population is cumlesed to be functionally illiterate —

unable to use reading and writing in daily actesti

After five years of “experimentation”, from 198347, the Literacy Department
for Youth and Adults was created within the BSGUEation Department. The program
consists of 40-hour courses for each fundamental lerimary grade, for a total of 160
hours. Initially, the objective was to teach regdind writing to adults who were
considered functionally illiterate, aiming to supp8SGI members with poor reading
skills in their study of Nichiren Buddhism and theclamations of president Ikeda. As

the programme expanded, BSGI started to offer esugguivalent to formal schooling.
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Each 40-hour course is organized in one meetingveek, which usually takes
place on Saturday morning and lasts for four ho@tsidents who complete all the
lessons are eligible to obtain a certificate of fimerth-grade level in public school. A
certified staff — teachers, monitors and assistardee all volunteers and members of
BSGI. According my informants, between August 188id the first semester of 2000,

884 students completed their studies and qualitigdke the public examinations.

Support
In 1994, a group of psychologists within the B¥aslucation Department began

to participate in the Makiguchi Project in Actioly bffering lectures to parents and
teachers in the Caetano de Campos School. In 1#§roup named itself the Psycho-
Pedagogical Research and Development Nucleus apdnéed its objectives and
research to the teaching of learning. When the BE@uicational Department was
created, the nucleus became the Science of Ednc&asearch and Development
Department (port.Departamento de Pesquisa e Desenvolvimento dasci@grda

Educacdo,DEPEDUC). Its function is to support the activitiesboth the Makiguchi

Project in Action and Literacy Nucleus by providingsearch on the foundations of
education, supplemental resources, suggestionssexyulectures and workshops; and,

Omost importantly, by offering the BSGI Educatiobepartment a more scientific face.

AERC (Amazon Ecological Research Centre)

The Amazonian rainforest extends for some 6.5ignilsquare kilometers over
nine different countries. It constitutes two-fiftbEthe entire South American continent
and represents 34 percent of the surviving raistsren Earth. It is currently the world’s
largest remaining natural resource, and numerdtexelnt institutions have addressed its
disappearance at an alarming rate during recems ye#h different purposes in mind.

The relevance and impact of the Amazon rainfaseshe of the major arguments
used by Soka Gakkai in Brazil for the conceptiod &éme creation of the AERC. The

United Nations Special Conference on the EnvirortmerRio de Janeiro in June of
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1992 was held to emphasize the need for humartigfsmonious coexistence with the
natural world. One of its most important resultswiver, was that it drew attention to

the value of the Amazon rainforest.

Inspired by Ikeda’s essay “A New Strategy for Eamimental Protection”- which
he wrote in response to the Earth Summit in Riddaeeiro — in 1992 BSGI officially
initiated activities that subsequently became tBRE&. The centre has 52.6 hectares of
land in the middle reaches of the Amazon, on thskiis of Manaus, and is located in a
very privileged tourist area where it is possildebserve “the meeting of waters” (port.
encontro das aguaswhere the Rio Negro and Rio Solimdes rivers joih do not mix
due to differences in velocity, density and tempam The confluence of these two

rivers results in the formation of the Amazon Rjvane of the largest rivers in the world.

In November 1993 BSGI, the Soka University EcatagiCentre, and the State of
Amazonas Secretariat of Environment, Science arahri@ogy (SEMACT) signed an
accord to dedicate the centre for ecological retedhe main aims of the project are to:
1) create a bank of seeds and be a forest seedBesu@) be a model of reforestation

and education environment and 3) be a refuge fesst@nimals.

In June of 1994, after the inauguration of the iagtrative local branch, the
AERC started a reforestation program in its immeedaea. This project has succeeded
in planting seedlings of 34 different tropical trg@ecies for eventual transplantation on

the centre’s land.

Based on the same project of tree planting antsplantation done in its own
area, in 1996 the AERC implemented a similar ptojedhe city (municipio)of Novo
Aripuand, a small and very poor city located aro806 km from Manaus. According to
one of the leaders of the AERC, the process offil@&ing can generate great economic
value as well as benefiting the environment. Thaguat to revitalize the rainforest does
not focus only on conservation of the forest, bséres also as an experiment to
promote sustainable development that is econorgicaible and contributes to the
betterment of the lives of the local people”, ag af the local leaders informed the

author in an interview at the local branch in thg of Manaus on 27 June, 2006.

Beginning in 1997, the AERC came to be administereclusively by BSGI and
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received autonomy from Soka Gakkai Internationalcteate its own structure and
actions, working more closely with local commurstieln 2001 AERC started
construction of the building and installations tbe laboratory named Daisaku lkeda.
That same year they opened the place to visitadstlaough a partnership with the local
government in the project “Environmental Itiner&uhool” Escola Itinerante de Meio

Ambienté they started to receive visitors from local sdeoo

Soka Gakkai today in Brazil: Ambiguities and Challenges

It is essential to know the Brazilian political asdcial context in order to understand the
actions of Soka Gakkai in the country. Decisive reata in the national politics during the
1990s were used by the Institution as propulsiongsaand for different ends. The result of the
wide repercussion of ECO 92 — not only in Brazit lmternationally as well - and the moral
strengthen of NGOs in Brazil played a decisive rivlethe political scenario in the 1990s.
Likewise Soka Gakkai invests in different charasters depending on the country they are
established, the specificity of BSGI relies on fhet they started to elaborate a less religious and
more secular image, investing in the relation betwBuddhism and NGO. The Organization
started to define themselves as is stated on thmpage on the Internet: “The BSGI is the
Brazilian representative of Soka Gakkai Internalo(SGIl), NGO with Buddhist base and
filliated to the United Nations and acting in thaldwing areas: culture, peace, education,

environment, nuclear disarmament and support to vedingees” (http://www.bsgi.org.br

accessed 20 September 2007). Whoever browses geeopahe Internet is not able to associate
the BSGI to a religious group; the emphasis is psefy given to their status as NGO dedicated
to peace, culture and education.

It is worth saying that like other religious graypghe chosen term for self-definition
totally differs from their legal position. Soka Gak in Brazil is, juridically, a civil religious
institution, but present themselves to the Brazileommunity as a NGO with Buddhist
principles or as a Buddhist association for laygeoWhen asked about this ambiguous relation
of NGO versusreligion, one of the leaders informed me: “Actuaifywe had to say openly, we
would say that what is properly a NGO is the S@attis filiated to the United Nations since
1975. So, SGI “give a lift” to BSGI. It is a markeg for us. BSGI develop works based in the
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same principles of SGI. That's why we use to sapmea NGO. But in juridical aspects we are a
religious entity.” (C.O.S., personal communicatiday 2006, Manaus).

Although Soka Gakkai promotes several social ptsjeane thing that struck me during
fieldwork was the unbalanced proportion between ridatively small number of individuals
benefited by these projects and the huge investofeBbka Gakkai in Brazil on the marketing
and promotion of these activities. Notwithstandiitg importance in the lives of many
individuals and its reach in terms of absolute nerapSoka Gakkai's educational project results
are relatively minimal in a city such as S&o Pathe,largest capital city in South America, with
more than 10 million inhabitants. Even more inténggy, during an interview in the
institution’s branch in S&o Paulo | found out thgbumy informants that the BSGI adult literacy
project, known in certain circles worldwide as arfeBSGI's most relevant projects, draws a
majority of its participants from among Soka Gakka&mbers, with only a few non-members

enrolled in its classes.

If we analyze Soka Gakkai’s history in the countg see that in the period after
the military dictatorship (i.e., the beginning t#et1980s) there was a clear policy not
only to modify the organization’s public image imaBil, but also to extend the target
public from Japanese immigrants to the nationaletp@t large. From the moment the
institution opened its doors to Brazilian soci€®pka Gakkai encountered a new reality
which it had not previously faced. The beginnindghe 1980s was marked as a period of
political liberalization, and worldwide economic aliee contributed to one of the
biggest economic crises in Brazil. These econorards$hips exacerbated the problem of
the rural exodus, and important cities such asF&#do received a great proportion of
these displaced masses. The organization’s natexpansion policy was successful in
terms of attracting new members. A considerabl@qgntoon of these belonged to strata
of the population that reflected the social proldeaced by the country. The challenge
then became not only the creation of a discourtactive enough to convert new
members, but the maintenance of these new memtdte iorganization as well. For
this process to be considered efficient in the @fdbe institution, it was necessary for
members to be able to read. Through reading, thenmembers would have access to the
support material produced by Soka Gakkai as welb dse teachings of President Ikeda

— seen by them as the “master of life.” Constamhgaition and involvement in this
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structure of support would, it was believed, dirsinthe likelihood of disengagement by
recent converts to the new faith. This reveals thateducational project was created,
first and foremost, as an internal necessity ofitiséitution for the purpose of retaining

new members.

The international political trend linked to thevéopment of power alternative to
the State, and the way in which this new contegtight about hope for renewal within
the country, meant that the image of a “third séa@ppealed to Brazilian public opinion
and carried with it significant credibility. Sokaakkai used this new tendency in Brazil,
which had “Eco 92" as its starting point in a vanportant and carefully planned way.
The new period within the country offered to thg@aorization a unique opportunity in
the elaboration of its public image and strategyirdgfoduction into the Brazilian

religious context. It was in this context that &kieRC was created.

However, as with the educational projects, the degbween the gigantic
investment of Soka Gakkai International in the potion of AERC’s activities and the
actual benefits to the local population and envitent came as a surprise. During my
fieldwork in 2006 | had the opportunity to visitethmodern facility of AERC. The
building is relatively small, and the staff invotven day to day activities appeared to be
so as well. The scale of local activities does appear congruent with the massive
promotion given to the project. It is significamtat, when designing and building the
facilities for AERC, Soka Gakkai’'s architects irpda designed the largest space of the
building to be the projection room, devoted to skkeeening of institutional videos. This
space, serving the external public, is larger thi@m meeting room where AERC's
projects are discussed and, more importantly, Bogmitly larger than the area reserved
to the research labs. It is worthy of note thaté5@lakkai's investment in the promotion
of its research centre in the Amazon is so intearsg with a marketing strategy so
effective as to have in its discourse found its wap academic texts of researchers

specialized in the institution (as Seager 2006).192

In short, both projects reveal the efforts, catdlj and ambiguities of Soka
Gakkai in Brazil. BSGI's education and ecology patg must be considered as distinct
projects with different purposes. The educationguty established in Sdo Paulo, was
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created partially but only secondarily to solvegpadfic social problem. The educational
project aims to be not only the social responsthédkosen-rufuprophecy — the lasting
peace through spreading the teachings of NichireddBism - where they believe but
also the response to a new institutional targebsgctive members. When BSGI offers
literacy classes, it includes in the same “packdgsSons on how to read and pronounce
correctly the mantrdNam-myyoho-renge-kyand how to interpret the messages of
President Ikeda. Through these lessons the new eremlearn more about the
organization, its structure and its beliefs. Angihere that they begin to be involved in
a new social network, partially responsible foesgthening their faith and maintaining
cohesion within the group. Compared to the educatiproject, the EARC has a clearer
political purpose. Nevertheless, notwithstandingeirth differences and internal
ambiguities, both come together in Soka Gakkaitsteo carve a space inside Brazilian

society.
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